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Abstract
Allama Taqt al-Din Abu al-'Abbas Ahmad ibn 'Alf al-Magqrizi (1364-1442 CE) was

a renowned Islamic scholar of the 9th century Hijri. He was born into an intellectual
family and grew up in a scholarly environment. In 1385, he traveled to perform Hajj.
For some time, he worked as a secretary in a government office, and in 1399, he was
appointed as the inspector of markets in Cairo and northern Egypt. However, he later
left this position to become a preacher, the president of Al-Hakim Mosque, and a
lecturer on Islamic traditions. In 1408, he moved to Damascus to serve as the
inspector of Qalanisryya. Later, he chose to live in seclusion in Cairo. In 1430, he
performed Hajj again with his family and spent nearly five years traveling. He was
highly knowledgeable, observant, and had a strong sense of judgment. However, his
books were mostly compilations, and he did not always acknowledge the sources he
used.

Due to his significant contributions to the field of history, Al-Magrizi is considered
one of the most prominent Muslim historians, particularly among Egyptian
historians. His famous book, "*Al-Mawa’iz wal-I’tibar fi Dhikr al-Khitat wal-Athar",
commonly known as "Al-Khitat al-Magriziyya", is one of his valuable works. He
was a true encyclopaedic historian who recorded Islamic history in great detail. His
deep knowledge of culture allowed him to present history beyond the usual
stereotypes.

Al-Magrizi was not only a historian but also an interpreter, researcher, economist,
and social thinker. His writings reflect his critical and analytical approach to social
and economic issues. This is why researchers have studied his works from various
scientific perspectives. His book "*Al-Khitat™ covers Egypt’s history up to his time,
presenting it in a clear and systematic manner, making it easier for readers to
understand despite the vast timeline.He had extensive knowledge of Egypt’s
civilization and its people, which is why his books are considered an important
reference on this subject.
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